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(LETTER 3.) 
Bellingham, » 1823. 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Dear Brethren—In my last, I gave you my views 
of the doctrine of the Trinity: 1 now proceed to 
examine other dogmas of your church, which I con- 
sider equally erroneous; and which I think are so 
intimately connected with the above named doe- 
trine, that they cannot be supported without it. I 
shall first make some remarks on infinite and vica- 
rious atonement, and the infinite evil of sin. 2d. I 
shall examine the UNMERCIFUL doctrine of END- 
ness MiseERY. When the doctrine of the Trinity 
had once become a popular doctrine of the Chris- 
tian church, and was established as an article of 
faith, each person in the Godhead had a particular 
character assigned him. The Father was a mon- 
arch, full of justice and vengeance: The Son was 
the creator, full of mercy and love: The Holy Ghost 
proceeded from both Father and Son, and seemed 
to partake of the nature of both ; and his office was 
to obey them, and execute their designs. When it 
was admitted that the Son was co-equal and co- 
eternal with the Father, and as occasion required, 
the Father himself, and that he died to atone for the 
sins, original and actual, of the whole world, and suf- 
fered for and instead of mankind, it followed that 
the atonement was both infinite and vicarious. The 
doctrine of the infinite evil of sin, probably grew 
out of infinite atonement. If the atonement had 
been considered infinite, one would have borne no 
proportion to the other; and theologians in order 
to keep up a show of consistency, affirmed that 
sin was an infinite evil, because it was commit- 
ted against an infinite being. I know of but one 
preacher, however, in your church, the Rev. T. M. 
who believes the Deity suffered inthe work of re- 
demption, although it seems impossible, consist- 
ently, to avoid such a belief, if Christ died; and 
Christ be the Deity as you affirm. We cannot be- 
lieve that God suffered, because suffering implies 
imperfection. If only a finite being suffered, the 
atonement could not be infinite. God could hot 
suffer ; and if an atonement was made, it was made 
by a finite being, therefore the atonement was not 
infinite ; and if mankind suffer for the sins which 
they commit, the atonement is not vicarious—man- 
kind do suffer for their sins, therefore the atone- 
ment is neither infinite nor vicarious. The argu- 
ment that sin is infinite, because it is committed 
against ap infinite law, or an infinite Being, is so 
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same reasoning we should say all our acts are infi- 
nite, as they all have a reference to God some way or 
other; they being all consistent with, or contrary to 
the eternal rule of right. No finite being can do an 
infinite act—man is finite, sin is an act of his, there- 
fore sin is not infinite. This brings me, secondly, 
to an examination of the doctrine of endless misery. 
If I were to admit the doctrine of infinite and 
vicarious atonement with the infinite evil of sin, I 
could not avoid the doctrine of Universalism ; for if 
sin were an infinite evil, and the atonement were 
infinite and vicarious, if Christ died for, and 
instead of the transgressor, and answered the de- 
mands of the law for, and in his stead, why does he 
stand in jeopardy every hour? Is he not safe? I 
will not however take the advantage of an absurdity, 
believed by an opponent, to refute another absurdity 
believed by him. I have conscientiously given you 
my reasons for rejecting several of your articles of 
faith; and I shall now candidly give you my rea- 
sons for rejecting the popular doctrine of endless 
misery, and consequently embracing that of univer- 
sal happiness. I have already proved that sin is not 
infinite, therefore it cannot deserve infinite punish- 
ment. God is just, and will proportion the punish- 
ment to the offence; therefore the doctrine of end- 
less punishment is false. I know you reject with a 
just abhorrence the doctrine of particular and indi- 
vidual election and reprobation, but I confess I was 
never able to see the great difference you talk of 
between foreknowledge and decrees. It is impos- 
sible there should be any contingences with Omni- 
potence. I am confident that you will not allow 
God ever made one soul to be endlessly miserable ; 
but if any ever should be, I can very easily prove 
that he made them for that express purpose. There 
are two ways in which you try to prove that not- 
withstanding multitudes will be irrevocably lost, that 
Giod did not make them for that purpose, but to be 
saved ; both of which I shall examine and refute. 
Ist. You say that his knowledge has nothing to 
do with their conduct, and you endeavour to illus- 
trate and prove it, by the following simile: You say 
aman looks out of his window, and sees another 
man walking along the street past him. Now, you 
add, the first man’s seeing the other walk was not 
the cause of his walking, but the contrary; the last 
one’s walking was the cause of the first one’s seeing 
him walk. So, you say, that the sinner’s going to 
hell is the reason why God sees him go there, his 
knowledge being founded on our conduct. What 
you say of the men is true, but when you apply it to 
the Deity and his creatures, it is a mere sophism. 





silly that a child ought to be ashamed of it. By the 
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his ability to walk past his house, therefore it is not 
an ingenuous argument. Before God made man, he 
knew what he would do; he knew whether he would 
be endlessly miserable or happy. He gave him all 
his moral and physical powers, and if they lead him 
to endless misery, he knew they would, and gave 
them tohim for that purpose. I beseech you can- 
didly to weigh the following arguments and see 
whether you are able to answer them. The Presi- 
dent of the United States possesses creative power 
and infinite wisdom; he informs the members of 
congre@ that he will make a rational immortal be- 
ing, to goto the south pole where he is to enjoy per- 
petual felicity—the day of creation arrives, the crea- 
ture is made—he is told where he must go to be 
happy—power is given him to go there; he is told 
if he goes to the north pole, he will be confined in 
endless misery—he is then left at liberty to go 
where he pleases, and he goes directly to the north 
pole, and is shut up in endless night. The mem- 
bers of congress ask the President, if he knew the 
creatsre he made would goto the north pole, and be 
miserable’ The answer is, Yes, I knew it. And did 
did you make him to go there? No—I made him 
to go to the south pole, where [intended he should 
enjoy perpetual happiness, but you see he has frus- 
trated ny gracious design concerning him; for he 
has gone to the north pole and is shut up in ever- 
lasting despair. 
congress be such dupes as to believe him? Would 
they believe that the President, knowing that he 
would go to the north pole and be miserable, made 
him to go to the south pole, and be happy ? Would 
they not think all his professions of love a mere 
cheat? Could they believe he made him to be 
happy, when he knew he never would be; but on 
the contrary, knew he would be miserable? I ask 
further, could they think the President a good man, 
in exerting his power to make a being whom he 
knew would, and consequently designed should be, 
miserable ? Would a farmer raise animals, knowing 
they would not answer the purpose for which he 
designed them, nor indeed any valuable purpose ? 
Would the manufacturer manufacture goads to sell, 
when he knew he could never sell them, but should 
lose them and all his labour? Would the mission- 
aries go to India to preach to the Indians, if they 
knew they should do them no good, but should be 
the means of making them more wretched than 
they are? Would any of you, my brethren, pur- 
chase an article knowing that it would not answer 
the purpose for which you purchased it? Can you 
think, then, that God made men to go to heaven, 
when he knew they would never go there? Do you 
think he is less wise or less consistent than your- 
selves? I trust you are satisfied if God knew any 
would be miserable, before he made them, he could 
not have made them for happiness, and as he could 
not have made them for happiness, and as he could 
not have been indifferent, but must have had some 
design in making them, he must have made them 
for misery ; and if he made them for misery, he isa 
wicked being, and deserves to be hated by all his 
offspring ; and the Calvinists are justifiable in de- 


Now lL ask, would the members of 





siring to dethrone him. What benevolent mind, 
but would wish them success! 

There is another way in which you endeavour to 
clear the Deity of blame in sending men into ever. 
lasting misery. You say there may be contingen- 
cies with Omniscience ; and to illustrate it, you say 
that God has created thousands of worlds, but there 
Now you add, Ompi- 
potence only implies power that can do all things 
possible to be done, and not power that does all pos. 


is room for millions more. 


sible things. So, say you, Omniscience only implies 
wisdom that can know all things, and not wisdom 
that does know all things. This also is a subtle 
sophism, a mere subterfuge, well calculated to de- 
You say there is room for more 
worlds, and that God can make more, but how do 
you know it? The whole force of your argument 
rests on what you have taken for granted, which is 
not self-evident, and which you cannot prove. The 
Scriptures say, “ Known unto him are all his works 
from the beginning ;” and the prophecies of the 
Old and New Testaments, give us all possible rea- 
son to believe that God is not ignorant of what is in 
future. Wisdoin is the fulness of the Godhead, and 
the essence of the divine nature. It is that attribute 
of the Deity, by which he is directed in all his 
works. Wisdom must say, what must be left un- 
done, and what is proper to be done, and Omni- 
science must obey its mandate, otherwise inconsist- 
ent things might be done by Jehovah! God’s igno- 
rance of what will take place in future, does not 
place his character in a more amiable light, than if 
he knew and designed it. There is not much to 
choose between an ignorant God and a wicked one, 
especially if the ignorant one might know if he 
would. One suffers his offspring to be lost, because 
he has no disposition to save them, and the other 
because he does not know they will be, and is too 
indolent to exercise the wisdom and power, which 
he possesses, to makethem happy. Peimit me to 
say, my brethren, that although f am a mortal ene- 
my to Calvinism, I do think it more philosophical 
than Arminianism ; and so far as the two doctrines 
relate to the character of the Deity, I can see no- 
thing to choose between them. 

I come now in a more particular manner to 


ceive the artless. 


offer you some of my reasons for embracing the 
doctrine of the final happiness of all men.— 
“Behold [I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” How could the angel 
say “ to all people,” if but a part only would be be- 
nefited by the gospel? “The Father sent not the 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through him might be saved. For the 
Soa of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. For he must reign 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy shall be destroyed—death. For he 
hath put all things under his feet. And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him [mind, unto 
him,] then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him, [observe the same words, unto him,] that 
put all things under him, that God may be all in all 
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And having made peace through the blood of the | eth out fear.” Is it possible to believe the doctrine 


cre 
by him I say, whether they be things on earth on 


things in heaven. That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on 
earth, and things under the earth, that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. That in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth even in him. For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto Ht that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. God 
is love. There is no fear in love ; but perfect love 
casteth out fear ; because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love.” These texts 
of scripture which I have quoted, I candidly think, 
prove to a demonstration, and beyond the possibility 
of contradiction, the final happiness of all men. 
The Bible never contradicts itself, and if the happi- 
ness of all men can be proved by it—endless misery 
cannot. As to those texts which partialists quote 
to prove that innumerable multitudes will be inev- 
itably lost, I can easily prove they have been all 
wretchedly perverted, and have no reference to any 
transactions beyond this world. Take a short ex- 
planation of Matt. xxv. 46, “And these shall go 
away,” &c. Our Lord’s prophetic discourse in the 
24th and 25th chapters, is founded on a question 
proposed by the disciples. “Tell us, when shall 
these things be ?” &c. The conjunctions and adverbs 
are so used in these chapters as to make it next to 
impossible for an intelligent unprejudiced mind to 
carry these scenes there described beyond the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Clirist had said in the 23d 
chapter, “ Behold your house is left unto you deso- 
jate,” &c. The question of the disciples was found- 
ed on that remark. "They wished to know when the 
temple and city would be. destroyed, and what 
would be the signs that should precede it, and the 
end of the world, or of the Jewish dispensation. 
Christ immediately gives them a most sublime and 
awful deseription of that dreadful event—and he 
says in the $4th verse of the 24th chapter, “ Verily 
I say unto you, this generation shall not pass away, 
till all these things be fulfilled.” The 25th com- 
mences with “Then,” at that time, and the con- 
nexion is kept up to the end of the chapter. That 
generation passed away about 1800 years ago, and 
there is no other alternative, but ingenuously to ac- 
knowledge that the events described in these chap- 
ters, were fulfilled before that generation passed 
away, or that Christ was a false prophet. I,should 
be glad to say more on this and similar texts that 
have been quoted to prove the doctrine of endless 
misery, but I have not room in this letter: I pray 
you to examine the Scriptures for yourselves; it is 


ss, by him to reconcile all things unto himself ;| of endless misery, and not tremble with fear? Who 


would be safe? Who could enjoy perfect love, and 
view themselves and all their tender and beloved 
connexions exposed to endless ruin every moment ! 
O, my brethren, I hardly know how to bid you 
adieu. I wish I could’see you all face to face ; and 
answer your every objection to God’s'free unbound- 
ed and inpattial Love to mankind. You think it 
impossible that a man who has committed but one 
sin, and dies without a supernatural conversion, 
should be saved; yet you think a man may live to 
be old, and sin all his days, and repent a few hours 
before his death and go to heaven. You think aman 
may commit many murders and live a few years, and 
repent and be saved, yet if aman commits one 
murder, and has no opportunity to repent here, he 
cannot be saved. You ought to be careful how you 
limit the mercy of God, or bound his goodness by 
earth’s contracted span. He is unchangeable, and 
will be the same benevolent Being in the world to 
which we are hastening, that he is here. The popu- 
lar theories of the various partialists or believers in 
endless misery, seem to amount to the following : 
God existed one eternity alone, and then made an- 
gels pure and holy ;—one of them became unholy, 
being moved to sin by a holy principle inherent in 
his holy nature, and drew a multitude of his holy 
brethren after him, and was cast out of heaven into 
a Jake burning with brimstone, and there confined. 
God at length made the earth, and created a man 
and woman, and placed them on it to till the ground ; 
he planted a garden with a variety of fruit trees, and 
gave them the liberty to eat of all except one, 
which he forbid them to touch on pain of death. 
They being holy, had no disposition to disobey, and 
lest they should not, the Lord sent, or permitted to 
go (which is the same thing) the angel which he had 
some time before cast out of heaven, to tempt them to 
transgress his law. This wicked angel took posses- 
sion of the body of asnake, or, according to Adam 
Clarke, a monkey, and watched his opportunity 
when the woman was alone, and persuaded her to 
eat an apple, cherry, or peach. She finding that 
the fruit was good and had made her wise, like a 
good wife carried some to her husband and his eyes 
were opened also, and they both became as gods, 
knowing good from evil. The Father was about to 
punish them according to his word, but his Son of. 
fered to die in their stead,—the offer was accept- 
ed, the Son died—the purchased reconciliation has 
been made known, man continues dead in trespasses 
and sins, and goes astray from the womb, and natu- 
rally hates God and all good. Yet lest he should 
be saved, Beelzebub and a host of subordinate dev- 
ils, are permitted to wander about and counteract 
the various designs of the Son. Almighty power 
sometimes prevails, and snatches here and there a 
solitary individual from the verge of endless ruin, 
but original sin and the devil are generally too 
strong for Omnipotence, and the greatest part of 
mankind are hurried by them through this wicked 
world down, down, down to the chambers of endless 





possible you are in an esror. “ Perfect love cast- 


night, where the vengeance of the God infinite love 






















































140 


GOSPEL HERALD. 








and mercy, is wreaked upon them to endless ages ; 
while devils sport themselves with their groans and 
lamentations, the God of tender compassion laughs 
at their calamity—heaven resounds with the praise 
of Jehovah for his infinite goodness for saving a few, 
when Christ made a vicarious atonement for all. 
The saints look down from the battlements of hea- 
ven, and shout forth transporting songs of victory, 
and make the heavenly arches ring with loud acela- 
mations of joy, that they have escaped the demerit 
of their crimes, and that while their fathers and 
mothers, brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, 
beloved friends and relatives are wrapt up in the 
keenest despair, they are safe and happy!!! O, my 
brethren, do not let the chimeras of a too warm im- 
agination deceive you. Universalism is not that 
licentious doctrine you think it is. It does not give 
men the least license to sin. It teaches that no man 
can transgress the eternal rule of right with impu- 
nity. It teaches that every man will be punished 
and rewarded according to his works: it teaches 
that God will by no means clear the guilty : it teach- 
es that the government of God is purely parental, 
and that all punishment is disciplinary, and design- 
ed to reclaim the offender. I do not believe the 
doctrine of endless misery ever made any one any 
better. Slaves are not so likely to be virtuous as 
freemen. I expect my name will be cast out as 
evil, for believing that all men will be saved ; but 
when I read that the last enemy shall be destroyed, 
which is death, how can I believe that there will still 
remain innumerable beings, enemies to God and 
themselves, suffering the pains of eternal death, 
when death is destroved and no enemies left? I 
only believe your prayers will be answered. You 
pray that all may be saved, and I believe they will. 
So long as I honestly believe the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation, I shall endeavour zealously to incul- 
cate and spread it among my fellow men, regardless 
of the threats and anathemas of bigoted zealots. 
My prayer to God is, that Israel may be saved, and 
I believe they will. Yes, I believe the time will 
come, when all the human family will be made vir- 
tuous and happy, and enter one femple, and worship 
one God, and chant one song of universal praise to 
Jehovah for ever and ever. ‘Transporting, delicious 
thought! Universal Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace and good will to men! I bid you 
adieu, but it is only for a little season—we shall 
shortly see eye to eye, when none will be left to 
say, Know ye the Lord, for all shall know him from 
the least to the greatest. While I honestly beseech 
you to think on what I have written, I subscribe 
inyself, yours, most affectionately, 
ELIPHALET CASE, Jen. 
—>-_— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—As you declare yourself a man who 
is determined to speak the truth, regardless of the 
consequences, and having with great force and truth 
shown many evils which exist among us, such as 
raising large sums of money to pamper the Rev. 
Clergy, for foreign missions, domestic missions, 
Theological schools, &c.—I am induced to call your 





attention to a few other evils which I donot recollect 
you have noticed. One is, the fashion, as I will cal] it, 
of building new churches, (as I understand a number 
was the last year) on credit, and then to preach, beg, 
and plead for the money to pay for them, not only 
of those of their own faith, but of all others of whom 
they can obtain a cent; and I fear, often obtain jx 
from those who are not able, by stating, Surely you 
would not like to have our church or furniture sold, 
for that would greatly injure our religious cause, 
Another evil which exists among us, arising from 
the practice of persons who talk a great deal against 
extravagance, &c. and urge the practice of honesty 
and cherity, while they themselves are in the habit 
of getting in debt by borrowing money, &c. among 
their religious friends, without the least rational} 
prospect of ever being able to repay them. I wish 
your candid remarks, and should they be such as 
I may think will be productive of good to our fel- 
low citizens, [ trust you will hear again from 
FRANKLIN. 
REMARKS. 

The first evil complained of by Franklin, is one 
which, however we may deprecate its certain tend- 
ency, will never be remedied while the means of its 
continuance remains, unless the public should see 
with different eyes, and act from purer motives than 
they do at present. Although a comparatively small 
number of the religious establishments in this city 
are conducted according to principles of economy, 
we believe no reflecting man, whose judgment is 
the result of sober thinking, will deny the truth of 
the position, that, take all the churches of the city 
into one view, and estimate correctly their cost and 
yearly expenditures, including every appendage, 
there is enough wasted, in useless expenses, to build 
and maimtain the same number of establishments 
were they conducted as the spirit of Christ dictates. 
It is a fact, that the word economy, in its application 
to religious purposes, has become, in a great mea- 
sure, obsolete. To prove this we give the follow- 
ing—When the church erected between the Bowery 
and Elizabeth-street was commenced, a reverend 
gentleman solicited aid, in contributions, from the 
pulpit, and urged the giving for the purpose named, 
because the money would be appropriated accord- 
ing to the principles of economy! The economical 
church is completed, all but paying for it, and is a 
perfect satire on clerical pretensions. An expense 
was incurred, before so much as a handful of mate- 
rials were bought or collected, to an amount greater 
than was necessary to purchase a convenient lot of 
ground, and erect a substantial building of the same 
magnitude! Fourteen thousand dollars for ground ! 
How much the economical church has cost in addi- 
tion, we do not know; but will venture to suppose 
it was a similar expense. 

It is possible that reverend clergymen have a de- 
finition of the word economy, different from laymen. 
Be this as it may, the laymen are most interested ; 
and we advise them to be their own lexicographers. 
We give it as our opinion, that no clergyman 
has demands upon the tenderness, the charity, and 
the generosity of the community, or any part there- 
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of, beyond any portion of the human family. Ifa 
section of the community associate for religious 
purposes, and employ a brother as their officiating 
head, they, unquestionably, are bound by any agree- 
ment they may make with him. But, let it be re- 
membered, every dollar they furnish him to be 
expended in extravagance, is taken from the poor, 
the widow, and the fatherless. And every dollar 
expended unnecessarily in building and maintain- 
ing churches, is taken from the same stock. We 
offer it as an opinion, that religious pride, or Phari- 
saism, that plague worse than the pestilence, is gene- 
rated and fostered in expensive religious establish- 
ments. Every pretension, cherished or avowed, 
which is contrary to the humble doctrine of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, is Pharisaism; whatever 
may be its shape, or in whatever garb or guise it 
may appear. 

No truth can be more obvious than this—We 
cannot increase the power, the wisdom, or the good- 
ness of God, nor by any means add to his happiness 
or perfection. Consequently, no man is required 
even to attempt this. But we can increase the power 
of the weak, the wisdom of the ignorant, and cor- 
rect the evil propensities of our poor erring breth- 
ren of the children of men. Man can add to the 
happiness of his fellow man, and lessen, in a quali- 
fied sense, his imperfections. To do this, is pure 
religion, in the sight of God, while all else is but a 
tinkling cymbal. 

The second evil our correspondent notices, which 
consists in declaiming against extravagance, dis- 
honesty, and uncharitableness, and at the same time 
indulging and practising the evils complained of, 
by habitually taxing others to defray the expense of 
the vice, is an evil of great magnitude in its opera- 
tion and tendency. The dependence of man, in 
this mode of being, upon his fellow man, and the 
advantages which flow from an honest and judi- 
cious management of temporal concerns, is a sub- 
ject of universal interest. ‘The common consent of 
past ages, and the wisdom of all who have gone 
before us declares, in emphatic language, the vanity 
of sublunary things. Setting aside the pressing 
wants of man, the indispensable necessaries of life, 
while passing through this vale of tears, man can 
find no true enjoyment in parade and ostentation, 
but must join the wise man of old, and say, “ All is 
vanity, and vexation of spirit.” Independent of the 
real joy and satisfaction which constantly attends 
an upright course, and showers perennial pleasures 
on him who relieves the unfortunate child of sor- 
row and want, which must be dispensed with, comes 
the corroding pain of satiety, and the unwelcome 
certainty of exertion and toil, prolific only in gene- 
rating distrust and trouble. A deliberate course 
which will exceed the probable means a man pos- 
sesses, and which can, at best, only procure fresh 
cause of inquietude, is folly in the extreme. 

There is one fact, however, connected with the 
history of man, which charity should record, when 
judgment is given of his demerits. We mean the 
deceitfulness of the heart of man, which the Serip- 










































heart, we would be understood to mean the passions © 
and desires of man, inchiding his imagination, 
which is a proteus as circumstances move him. To 
believe in the certain happening of that which is 
desired, and to obey the cheatings of imagination, 
and desire that which is pleasing in prospect, is, 
perhaps, the common lot of mortals, in a greater or 
less degree. Itis, therefore, the duty of all, (because 
their present welfare demands it,) to consult the 
future with an eye fixed upon the past. To ascer- 
tain, by the convictions of sober judgment, the fruit 
of experience, and the inspirations of reason, the 
probability for the future ; and not launch the frail 
bark of expectation, without a rudder or a sail, on 
the tempestuous sea of improbabilities and uncei- 
tainty. It has been said, that “The wise man learns 
wisdom from the experience of others, and the fool 
from his own troubles and mishaps.” But the learn- 
ing wisdom from one’s own experience, is so hard 
a lesson, that, we think, it is wise to complete the 
task. 

To judge, then, of the moral turpitude of the ac- 
tion, requires some knowledge of the motive which 
originated it, and the quantum of deception the re- 
cipient laboured under at the time of the misdeed. 

It cannot be a difficult question to detide, whe- 
ther a man is the gainer by supporting a style of 
living beyond his present means, even if futurity 
should open a new current for his income, and find 
a panacea for the ills that are past. For, there is 
nothing future, in reality,to man. The present 
passing moment, alone, is all that he can claim, and 
it is gone, ere his claim is advanced. The past, like 
a vision, flits before his mental eyes, and man 
spends the present in useless regrets, or in the in- 
sanity of uncertain expectations. The only path to 
which true wisdom points, is one, where no thorns 
of disappointment shoot at every step, to lacerate 
the weary traveller. The pastisgone. The future 
belongs to those who come after. The present is 
our own ; the past is worth nothing, for it can never 
be recalled. ‘The future cannot be estimated, until 
it is known; and then it will have gone like the 
years beyond the flood. 

The goods which man ought to prize, in this 
mode of being, are common stock, but @iverted 
from their destination, and misused, they prove a 
curse where they might have blessed. The expe- 
rience of all men, as well as the voice of wisdom, 
declares, that true “economy is riches.” ‘That the 
poor may be rich, and the rich poor; but none so t q 
poor as him who is dissatisfied continually with his 
own possessions, and avariciously covets the goods 
of others. 

—_— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. i 

Shall the frail creature of yesterday, who to-day ‘ 
glories in his wisdom, and to-morrow will be food " 
for worms, usurp the seat which belongs alone to 
the Creator, and pass judgment on his fellow crea- 
tures? When man possesses the same power of 
knowing the heart, which he had, who said to the 
Pharisees of old—“ Oh! generation of vipers,” 





tures assure us, “is deceitful above all things.” By 








then, and then only, may he address the same lan- 
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guage to those whom he considers hypocrites, or 
rather, whom he knows as hypocrites; -for such 
power precludes the possibility of mistake. 

- Surely, it is absurd for us to use these words of 
Christ, and urge as an apology that we are bound 
to follow his example, as it would be to say to the 
diseased —* I will—be thou clean.” We neither 
possess the knowledge requisite, in the former case, 
nor the power necessary in the latter; it is there- 
fore an act of presumption. 

I think you have been unfortunate in selecting 
the 3d chapter of James, to prove the correctness 
of your sentiments. We are there taught the tre- 
mendous effects that arise from giving unbridled li- 
cense to that “ littke member,” which “ boasteth 
great things.” And as the tongue, or pen, are mere- 
ly agents to communicate the thoughts which live 
in the heart, we may as effectually and as culpably 
write daggers as speak them. 

Even after the dreadful charge that “ out of the 
same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing”— 
The apostle does not denounce them as “ vipers,” or 
* hypocrites,” but mildly and affectionately adds, 
“ My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” 
«“ Where envying and strife is, there is confusion and 
every evil work. But the wisdom that is from 
above, is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypocricy. And the 


fruit of righteousness is sown in peace, of them that 


make peace.” 

I will not refer you to any particular chapter in 
corroboration of my views; for every part of the 
New Testament abounds in precepts of forbearance 
and long-suffering. “ Judge not that ye be not 
judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again.” “ Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and persecute yow: for if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye? do not even the 
publicans the same ?” “ Let your light so shine be- 
fore men that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” These 
are among the injunctions which our Saviour has 
given, and which we are bound to take for the rule 
of our conduct ; and though from the imperfection 
of our nature, we are often found swerving from this 
divine rule, in proportion as our actions are govern- 
ec by it, will we “ lead quiet and peaceable lives, in 
#li godliness and honesty.” 

On first reading your answer, I had not the least 
idea of making a reply, but silence appears so like 
acquiescence in your sentiments, that I have been 
induced to trouble you once more, I trust for the 
last time, for disputation is so apt to engender strife, 
that I would always avoid it, if consistent with my 
ideas of duty. 

“ 4 UNITED CHRISTIAN FRIEND.” 

New-York, Sept. 15th, 1823. 

REMARKS. 

We assure our correspondent that the present 
disputation shall “ not engender any strife” on our 
part. if we are wrong, we hope we shall be as ready 





to confess and forsake the fault as to commit jt. 
But if we are right, surely our correspondent cannor 
desire a course of conduct contrary to the convig- 
tions of our judgment or conscience. It is unpleas. 
ant to be found with a mistake, however honestly 
we come by it. And we cannot well avoid the con. 
clusion, that our correspondent possesses one iis. 
taken idea, at least. 

It is a common fault with mankind, to wink a 
errors in doctrine and practice, not from charity o; 
love to the offender, but from interested motives 
altogether. This position is so obviously true, thar 
we trust we shall be excused producing evidence to 
prove it. 

The editor of this paper may be accused of egot- 
ism, or vanity, or both; but he will venture, fo, 
once, to say, that in the discharge of, what he cop- 
siders, his duty, in conducting this paper, interest, 
view itin what shape you will, has never sat in {is 
judgment-seat. It is a small matter with him, 
whether he dies in a palace or on a dunghill, so that 
he dies in proper time. And as to living, may 
Heaven in mercy preserve him from the principles 
which would sanction the sacrifice of any good con- 
viction or purpose, to prolong life a single moment. 

We must be permitted to dissent from the very 
popular sentiment, that when a man disregards the 
opinion of the world, he is likely to lose even his 
own good opinion of himself; or, at n-ost, net to 
We are willing that the world shall think 
as favourably as they please ; or vice versa. Thougiits 
are brittle things. The editor of this paper must 
look to his own bosom, and let the world look to 
theirs. The praise of the universe would be a poor 
substitute for self-approbation ; and a good con- 
science can do without it. But what has all this to 
do with the subject in question ? Why, just this— 

When we, from a conviction of duty, undertake 
any thing, we are too busy with our undertaking to 
think of consequences. We must leave this part to 
others. Had Paul hedged his purposes with cau- 
tious reflections and thoughts of the future, and con- 
fined every movement within the pale of worldly 
prudence, he would have escaped many perils, and 
died a good Pharisee. Had Stephen (See Acts vii.) 
followed (what appears to us to be) the counsel of 
our correspondent, he would not have been stoned 
to death. 

Will our correspondent make a choice of difficul- 
ties? Shall we conclude that we do not possess the 
“ power of knowing the heart,” as did Christ, and 
never venture an opinion of right and wrong, with- 
out incurring the charge of presumption ? Did Ste- 
phen possess the power? Shall our correspondent 
have the priviledge of judging us ? Or, does he pos- 
sess this power? What said James to, or of, the 
“rich men?” (See James v. 4.) Will pampering 
clergymen make peace? Does the wisdom from 
above authorize it ? Did James and Stephen judge 
others? We judge no man. We deal with divine 
doctors. We would love all men. There lives not 
the man, whose happiness we do not earnestly de- 
sire. Would approbation of the present style of cleri- 
cal dignity, comport with “ godliness and honesty *” 


merit it. 
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y Our correspondent has acted the part of an hon- 


est man. However erroneous his conceptions may 
be, so long as they are honestly entertained, so long 
they should be defended. We tender him the as- 
surance of our respect, and request him not to cher- 
ish, for a moment, an idea that we are infallible. 

.*, Queries. How would our correspondent con- 
«rue Matt. vii. 1, 2, were he ona jury, and required 
to condemn or acquit a fellow man ? Would he say, 
If] judge this man guilty of death, I myself shall be 
indged to the death? Is it presumption to abide by 
the criterion established by Christ; “ Wherefore, 
by their fruits ye shall shall know them 2?” Does the 
word ye, refer to the “ frail creature,” or to Christ, 
the speaker ? 

_ —— ie 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Being a poor girl, and obliged to 
work by the month for my living, I often have the 
privilege of sitting in the kitchen, alone, to contem- 
plate the universal goodness of God. Not being 
admitted into the parlour when the gentleman of the 
house is at prayer, with the rest of the family; he 
being a good man, and a Presbyterian. Please to 
inform me whether this is right? 

If it be consistent with the rules of the Gospel 
Herald, | should be much pleased to see your com- 
ment on the above. M. E. 

REMARKS. 


We presume our fair correspondent is not suffi- 
ciently hackneyed in the fashion of the religion of 
this world, to be fully aware of the “ ruling passion” 
inthe mind of the popular Christian. Religion, 
(that is, what the world esteem as religion,) is as 
much under the dominion of fashion, as the gar- 
ment of the devotee itself. T'wo religions exist in 
our day, and will continue until error is annihilated 
by the fire of Divine Truth. It is not uncharitable 
to conclude, that the “ good man” and “ Presbyte- 
rian,” M. E. speaks of, is solicitous to preserve the 
distinctive dignity of his religion. In his devotions, 
therefore, he must exclude those whom his feelings 
debar from his imaginary heaven. Our corres- 
pondent will find a solace in the knowledge of the 
being and character of her Saviour. His humility 
shines in contrast with the fashionable affectation of 
modern times. Prayer, in faith, always acceptable 
to a faithful God, requires no other temple than the 
universe—no altar but a bumble and contrite heart. 
Our Heavenly Father is always present; and his 
presence is made visible to the eye of faith, when 
the gauze and tinsel of this world is shut from our 
view, and nothing sublunary is permitted to cloud 
and obscure the glory of his face, and obstruct the 
view of his peaceful heaven. 

M.E. has pre-eminently the advantage of the 
“ good Presbyterian.” While his narrow concep- 
tions imprison his mind in doubt and fear, and bis 
pride shuts the door of love and sympathy, she can 
smile with rapture in the delightful anticipation of 
the restoration of a ruined world ; and, by faith, see 
the great family of man, congregated in the glori- 
ous presence of their Father and their God. 





From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
STUPENDOUS FRAUD. 

The charges brought by the Montreal man against 
the trustees of the English missionary society, still 
remain uncontradicted and unanswered. They are 
not noticed in London—but have spread dismay 
and alarm in the orthodox ranks in the United 
States. The New-Haven Intelligencer says—* A 
writer in the Montreal Christian Register has un- 
dertaken to prove that a society in England, called 
the “ New England Company,” have in their hands 
immense sums of money, originally destined to 
Christianize the Indians of this country, but which 
they have perverted. How far he is correct, we have 
not the proper data for judging. ** * * * * It 
may be that this society, which we confess seems not 
to be very well known, has funds to a considerable 
amount; but the donors of charities, and the ene- 
mies of benevolence, are so scrutinizing, that it 
seems almost impossible that they should be very 
large. It would be a dangerous experiment for any 
society of men to undertake to embezzle moneys 
to so large an amount as the society in question are 
supposed to have done ; and it is also a hazardous 
business to accuse such a body of men of such a 
crime.” 

Mark the last clause of the quotation! A hazard- 
ous business to accuse such men! He is right. Why 
hazardous ? Because the accuser is placed in the 
“ imminent deadly breach” of fanatical fury. The 
Christian public will not lose sight of the following 
facts :— 

1. The Montreal Register is a missionary paper, 
and its establishment was hailed with joy by the 
Boston Recorder, Herald, &c. 

2. These charges were made by orthodox men, 
in an orthodox journal, accusing an English mis- 
sionary society of embezzling funds to the immense 
amount of $4,000,000 ; or as a party editor would say, 
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY TONS OF 
SILVER! 

3. Ninety days were amply sufficient time to car- 
ry these charges from Montreal to London, and to 
bring back either a stern denial or a triumphant re- 
futation from the accused party. 

4. Eight months have elapsed, and the London- 
ers say not a word—they are as silent as the grave. 
Would the eagle-eyed advocates of missions in that 
city suffer this grievous accusation to rest if it were 
false ? Would not the possession of $4,000,000 en- 
able these trustees to buy the Montreal man and 
every missionary editor in the United States ? 

5. Why do our countrymen volunteer to defend 
Englishmen, who have suffered judgment to go 
against them by default—who have tacitly confessed 
their guilt ? and what did the New-Haven man meaa 
by saying it was a “ hazardous business to accuse 
such a body of men of such a crime ?” Give us light 
upon this dark business! Give us light, my breth- 
ren! 

—<jp—- 
DR. CLARKE’S DIFFICULTIES. 

In our last Number we published an extract from 
Dr. Clarke’s commentary, on Matt. xvi. in whicl 
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Dr. C. admitted that Christ came, as there described, 
although he contends for a future day of judgment. 
The declaration of Christ is plain. “The Son of 
man shall come,” &c. “ and then [when the Son of 
man shall come,| he shall reward every man ac- 
cording to his works.” Now the Doctor’s future 
judgment is to reward them again. If it is not for 
this purpose, what is it for? The Doctor has ad- 
mitted, that in this mode of being, men are “re- 
warded according to their works.” If this is the 
truth, can it possibly be made to appear, that an- 
other day of judgment is necessary ? We repeat the 
question—W hat is your day of judgment for? Is it 
to reward men according to their works? This can- 
not be; for you have admitted that this is done 
already in this world! 
—>———- 
A REASON WANTED. 


We ask a reason of those who unblushingly mis- 
represent the doctrine of the salvation of all men, 
for so doing. The pulpits, that is, a number of them, 
in this city, teem with abuse and falsehood. We 
sincerely ask all honest men, to whatever sect they 
may belong, if this abominable conduct is honour- 
able among men, or consistent with the Christian 
character ? If our faith and doctrines are so extreme- 
ly vile and wicked as our pious opposers pretend, 
why misrepresent? Why not represent our vile 
doctrine just as itis ? Surely there is a monstrous 
incongruity in the professions and practices of these 
Reverend clergymen, who thus vilify Universalists, 
and give wrong statements of their faith. The 


command says, “ Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour.” Do these gentlemen con- 
sider Eniversalists as outlawed by God and man, 
and fair game for them to shoot at? Is this the plain 
state of the case ? If not, how shall we reconcile 
their conduct with their professions ? 


—~—>—- 
LOOK AT THIs. 

“ For the punishment of the iniquity of the daugh- 
ter of my people is greater than the punishment of the 
sin of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment, 
and no hands stayed on her.” Lam. iv. 6. 

What was the punishment of the Sodomites ? 
Endless misery, of course, for all the pious people 
say so. Endless misery “ in a-moment!” And the 
punishment of the danghter of God’s people is 
greater! What can be greater than endless misery ? 
We read in another place, that God rewarded his 
people “ double for all their sins.” Can you double 
endless misery ? The punishment of Sodom, we say, 
on the authority of the Scriptures, was, as it were 
only for a moment. But the punishment of Jerusa- 
lem was greater, for the hands of the Roman army 
stayed on her. 

Ab! How is this? Do we not read of Sodom 
“ suffering the vengeance of eternal fire?” Yes. 
But where do you read of it? Not in the original. 
They suffered this vengeance as in a moment. The 
material fire which produced the overthrow of Sod- 
om, burned for ages. But the Sodomites were pun- 
ished im the fire, and suffered ifs vengeance, only a 


moment. The vengeance of the fire, reader, ‘wet 
the vengeance of God, remember this. 
—>_— 
IMPORTANT QUERIES. 

In our last Number, p. 133, col. 2. in E. C.’s Jey. 
ter to the Methodists, it is declared, that Chris: 
“ was ignorant of the time when Jerusalem was to 
be destroyed.” Was not the prophet Daniel great. 
er than Christ? He foretold the time. Was not 
Christ also ignorant of Daniel’s prophecy? We 
read, John v. 20. “ For the Father loveth the Son, 
and showeth him all things that himself doeth.” 
Can this be true, when the Father withheld from 
the Son the knowledge of the time when Jerusalem 
should be destroyed ? 

In Matt. xxiv. 3, Christ’s disciples asked him, 
“ When shall these things be ?” Did Christ reply, 
I do not know? Or, did he not inform them? When 
Christ said, “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth,” did he mean that he was ignorant, 
and possessed only some power? Was Christ “ the 
brightness of glory, and the express image” of the 
hypostasis of the Father, and at the same time more 
ignorant than the prophet Daniel? In fine, is it 
wise or prudent, to fasten upon an isolated passage, 
whose genuineness has been so often questioned, 
and produce it to contradict the convictions of rea- 
son, and the numerous declarations of the Scrip- 
tures ? 

—~>—- 

> We recommend to the Editor of the Gospel Palla- 
dium to correct an error which recently shone so conspicu- 
ously in his paper. We have not withheld any papers trom 


him. So far as truth can be useful to him, he has liberty 
to use it. 

~*, Will C. L, E. call at this office ? 

——— 
GENERAL CONVENTION. 

The General Convention of Universalists will Convene at 
Clinton, (N. Y.) on the 3d Wednesday and Thursday of the 
present month, 

—~—>—— 
KNEELAND’S TESTAMENT. 

For Sale at this Office, The New Testament, in Greek, 
Greek and English, and English. The Greek according to 
Giriesbach ; the English upen the basis of the fourth 
London edition of the Improved Version, with an attempt 
to farther improvement from the translations of Campbell, 
Wakefield, Scarlett, Macknight, and Thompson. by 
Abner Kneeland, Minister of the First Independent Church 
of Christ, called Universalist, in Philadelphia. The Grech 
and English in_2 vols. Price—Greek, $3. Greek and 
English, $4. Do. in calf, $4 50, English, $1 50. Do. 
in calf, $1 75. 

ALSO, FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

Ballou's Notes on the Parables.—Ballou on Atonement.— 
Ballou’s Eleven Sermons.—Discourse delivered at the In- 
stallation of David Pickering, by J. Bisbe, Jun.—Discourse 
by D. Pickering, on the Doctrine of St. Paul. 
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